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Congratulations! As our Vincentian Family 
marks the 400th Anniversary of  the birth 
of  the Vincentian charism, we celebrate this 
historic moment in our lives.  It is a two-fold 
moment of  grace for all the daughters and 
sons of  the Vincentian Movement.  

First, we give thanks for the prophetic vision 
of  Vincent and for the myriads of  witnesses to 
the charism who have followed in his footsteps, 
serving Christ, the evangelizer of  those living 
in poverty.

Second, it presents us with an opportunity 
to reexamine the gift of  a charism which is 
characterized by two convictions:
1. The conviction that we are part of  a 

Movement of  Charity larger than any one of  
us....as individuals, branches, organizations, 
societies, or congregations.  Thus we know 
we must work together, each from the 
strength of  our insight into our common 
charism, in the shared fight against poverty.

2. The conviction that this struggle necessarily 
involves us in efforts to change the very 
structures of  society which perpetuate 
poverty.  Therefore, we engage in systemic 
activity – be it through advocacy or projects 
– activity intended to break the very cycle 
of  poverty.

As we renew our efforts in the areas of  
education, health care, and social services, we lay 
new spiritual foundations for these traditional 
Vincentian works. This reinterpretation of  the 
charism will guarantee its continued growth 
for the next 100 years.  

Our Vincentian Movement is fueled by the 
zeal of  lay men and women who seek a new 
language to express the charism.  We establish 
new structures in which the charism defines the 
core value of  our works, no matter who sits in 
the administrator’s chair. And we understand 
the importance of  flexibility, creatively and 
effectively responding to the cries of  those 
living in poverty today.

Vincent’s words continue to echo in our 
ears: “There is no act of  charity that is not 
accompanied by justice or that permits us to 
do more than we reasonably can.”
(Letter to François du Coudray, in Toul, 17 
June 1640; CCD:II:68) As we give birth to the 
next century of  the Vincentian Movement, we 
continue to do all we can to proclaim liberty 
and justice for and with those living in poverty, 
our Lords and Masters.    

Joe Agostino CM

“I was a stranger 
and you  

welcomed me…”
 

EDITORIAL



3

Utilising St Vincent’s words, the Daughters 
of  Charity launch their overall plan for 2017, 
reminding us of  the years of  scholarship that 
our Founder’s charism has prompted alongside 
the practical application of  their services to 
support people who live in poverty.   

The members of  the General Council, 
combined with the Sisters in the 54 Provinces 
worldwide, reflected on the theme; 

Matthew 25:35 – “I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me…” :

•	 Who are the strangers in our midst?

•	 How are we currently supporting them?

•	 What new needs are emerging? 

•	 How might we respond to these needs?

•	 Might we be the strangers in need of  
welcoming? 

In keeping with the Vincentian charism, the 
Plan encompasses ‘Prayer, Reflection and 
Definitive Resolutions relative to the theme of  
this global initiative’.  
Each province/region sent in two concrete 
actions relative to the theme to be accomplished 
during the year of  celebration. 

The primary topics/subjects were encompassed 
within the following categories: 

1. Refugees/Migrants

2. Persons who live in difficult situations

3. Foreigners

4. Integration/Collaboration Values and 
Challenges

There will be ongoing opportunities too for: 

•	 Formation relative to developing this 
theme

•	 Collaboration encompassing this theme

•	 Concrete actions undertaken at local 
levels related to this theme

•	 Sharing of  experiences through social 
media and paper based reports

The Daughters of  Charity plan on sharing 
relevant information with the Vincentian 
Family Office and the Vincentian Family 
Collaboration Commission.

DAUGHTERS 
OF CHARITY 

INTERNATONAL  
2017 PLAN“…Since God is satisfied with 

our good will and honest 
efforts, let us also be 
satisfied with the outcome 
He gives to them, and 
our actions will never be 
without good results.” (St 
Vincent, Letter 962 – June 
21, 1647, Coste 111, p.206)
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This jubilee year will give each local and national 
AIC association the opportunity to celebrate 
our 400th anniversary together, with all the 
volunteers, all our less fortunate brothers and 
sisters and other partners that support us in 
our actions.  It will also present an opportunity 
to commit to serving more “sensitively and 
effectively” and to collaborate within the 
Vincentian Family to change the underlying 
causes of  poverty within our communities.

AIC International aims to:

•	 Deepen our Vincentian charism

•	 To raise awareness round us about what 
drives us to commit to our charism and 
actions.

•	 To generate enthusiasm to encourage 
new volunteers and partners. 

•	 Look to the future – towards 2117

Programme for the Jubilee Year at 
international level:

1. AIC International Assembly of  Delegates 
in Chatillon from 12th-15th March 2017 

•	 Theme: The	 400th	 anniversary	 of 	 our	
foundation	with	St	Vincent	and	St	Louise	and	
the	future	of 	AIC	in	our	“Common	Home” 		
(Pope Francis, Laudato Si)

•	 400 participants from the 53 member 
associations invited

2. Invitation to participate in the global 
Vincentian Family initiative to celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of  our charism

•	 Theme: “I	was	a	stranger	and	you	welcomed	
me…”	(welcoming refugees and migrants, 
displaced or marginalised people, the 
homeless, isolated people, etc.).

3. Celebrations in Paris and Chatillon for 
the “anniversary dates”:

•	 7th March 2017: Conference at the 
Collège des Bernardins (Paris) organised 
by AIC France on the theme “From 
St Vincent to Pope Francis, issues 
and contemporaneity in locally-based 
charity”. 

•	 8th March 2017: Solemn Mass at Notre-
Dame de Paris at midday with Cardinal 
Vingt-Trois and all the “Friends of  
Saint Vincent”.  The celebration will be 

AIC  
INTERNATIONAL 
2017 PLAN

1617 - 2017: The 400th 
anniversary of  the  foundation 
of  the first Confraternity of  

Charity by Saint Vincent, now 
AIC
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followed by a cruise on the Seine, on river 
boats, for those being supported by AIC-
France.  

Throughout the year: 

All AIC groups are invited to take this jubilee 
year as an opportunity to organise private 
pilgrimages to the main Vincentian places in 
France.  Practical guides aimed at making the 
organisation of  these pilgrimages easier have 
been created for Chatillon, Dax/Le Berceau 
and Paris.  These have been sent to all the 
national presidents.  Further information will 
soon be available via our website: www.aic-
international.org.

20th-23rd August 2017: to celebrate the 
foundation of  the 1st Confraternity of  
Charity in 1617, which today has become the 
International Association of  Charities (AIC) 
at the international level and the Equipes Saint 
Vincent (ESV – St Vincent Teams) in France. 

8th-10th December 2017: Celebration of  the 
official foundation of  the 1st Confraternity 
of  Charity.

The jubilee year will be the result of  four 
years of  preparation... 

2013-2014: Period dedicated to the 
Internalisation of  our charism

2015-2016: Period dedicated to 
Communication (“Making our association 
known”):

•	 Creation of  a draft AIC Charter which 
seeks to present what constitutes our 
identity as an association.  

•	 Creation of  a Facebook page in September 
2015: https://www.facebook.com/AIC-
International-713564958772833/

•	 Creation of  a new logo and slogan (see 
top of  this document)

•	 Creation of  a new website (spring 2016)

•	 Collection of  video testimonies from 
national associations in order to create a 
promotional video about AIC. 
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Since late 1990 SCSH (Sisters of  Charity of  
Seton Hill) in Korea have been focusing on 
supporting North Korean refugees  - serving 
the poor among the poor. 

As a member of  the global Vincentian Family, 
SCSH in Korea defines that the strangers in 
their midst are migrant workers, married 
migrant women, and their family members 
regardless of  legal status as well as the North 
Korean refugees.

They have been supporting them by teaching 
Korean speaking classes, consulting legal 
rights, psychological and medical care, offering 
shelter places through their ministries. The 
ministries are mainly focused on adults, but 
currently their children and adolescents who 
were born in other countries and immigrated 
into Korea, with their family, or mothers who 
were married to Koreans. 

Many migrant young adolescents and children 
have had issues adjusting to the Korean culture 
and school system, and their dropout rate 
is getting higher. Therefore, an alternative 
learning environment is needed for the 

future.  There is an exciting plan for the SCSH 
members in Korea to open  an alternative 
school for them. 

The Sisters plan on learning and disseminating 
the practice of  ‘Interculturality’. Besides 
opening an alternative school, other small 
activities will be held for celebrating the 400th 
anniversary of  our Charism.

•	 Offering Mass for celebrating Vincentian 
Charism in Korea

•	 Participating Mass with migrant workers, 
married migrant women, north Korean 
refugee and their families

•	 Offering Sunday night prayer for the 
migrant

•	 Supporting migrant families in local 
areas and in parishes through visiting 
houses, sharing time and resources etc.

VINCENTIAN FAMILY 
SOUTH KOREA  
2017 PLAN
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The Depaul Group 
would like to submit 

two such initiatives on 
behalf  of  their respective 

organisations; Depaul France, Depaul Ireland, 
Depaul Slovakia, Depaul Ukraine, Depaul UK 
and Depaul USA. 

Depaul Group:

•	 response to the refugee/displaced people 
crisis in Ukraine

•	 roll-out of  the Philosophy of  Care training 
– subtitled ‘Welcome to the Stranger’. 

1. Depaul Group response to the refugee/
displaced people crisis in Ukraine 

Depaul Ukraine will develop a project 
to provide safe refuge for families and 
individuals displaced by the current conflict 
in the East of  the country. The project will 
be funded and supported by all subsidiaries 
in the Depaul Group. 

Currently there are over 1 million internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in Ukraine, more 
than 200,000 of  whom are in Kharkiv and 
around 40,000 of  whom are in Odessa. 
Many of  these people arrive in crisis and are 
homeless. The number of  IDPs currently 
using our services in these two cities has 

grown rapidly in the last few months.  

Depaul Ukraine will develop a project 
to provide safe refuge for families and 
individuals who end up in this situation. 
The aim will be to work with the most 
vulnerable of  this group offering them a 
safe haven where they can start to come to 
terms with the trauma they have suffered as 
well as providing practical assistance with 
finding documents and looking for work.   

The team are currently looking for an 
appropriate building(s). The money will 
be raised by all subsidiaries in the Depaul 
Group. Depending on the amount of  
money available (which will be determined 
in the next few months) they will consider 
purchasing a small house in the suburbs 
of  Kharkiv which could cater for a small 
number of  families or a larger project that 
could house 20 to 40 people at one time. 
At the lower end the costs would be in the 
region of  $30,000 dollars and for a larger 
project up to $100,000 dollars.  

The Depaul Group has supported the 
concept and detailed proposals are being 
worked up to agree the fundraising target. 
The aim will be to have the project up and 
running by the end of  2017.    

DEPAUL 
INTERNATONAL  

2017 PLAN
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2. Depaul Group roll-out of  the Philosophy 
of  Care training – subtitled ‘Welcome 
the Stranger’  

The Depaul Group Philosophy of  Care 
Training Programme (“Welcome the 
Stranger”) addresses how we can best 
support those in need, who we encounter in 
the course of  our work. 

During 2016/2017 this new programme 
will be rolled out across the Group, linked 
to the 400th Anniversary. The training 
sessions will be retitled ‘Welcome the 
Stranger’ to reflect that our key message in 
our philosophy of  care statement relates to 
‘welcome’ and hospitality.  

Train the trainers sessions will be held for 
staff  in all Depaul subsidiaries (Depaul 
France, Depaul Ireland, Depaul Slovakia, 
Depaul Ukraine, Depaul UK, Depaul USA) 
over the next six months, with the  ultimate 
aim of  being able to cascade training 
sessions for all staff  locally by the end of  
2017.   

It is proposed that, as a visible means of  
recognising projects where staff  have been 
trained, they prominently display a certificate 
that includes the wording of  our Philosophy 
of  Care Welcome statement and the date the 
training took place.  

   The USA-
C a n a d a 
Vincentian 

F a m i l y 
(VinFam)  is 

collaborating to 
recognize both the 

400th anniversaries of  the Ladies of  Charity 
and the Vincentian charism throughout 2017.  
Starting in 2016 we have invited each other 
for joint training and fellowship opportunities 
at our separate national meetings.  A special 
Vincentian Family Gathering will feature the 
anniversaries in San Antonio, Texas on June 
9-11, 2017 where we expect hundreds of  
participants from all of  the branches.

 VinFam will produce anniversary banners 

and audiovisual support materials to be 
exhibited at the Family Gathering and 
various events throughout the year.  A special 
exhibit will feature the Vincentian Family 
and its evangelization benefits at the USCCB 
Convocation in Orlando July 2017, to be 
attended by thousands of  local delegates led 
by their Bishops.  The Vincentian family will 
be featured in a special segment in an episode 
of  “Our Faith in Action: Today’s Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul” EWTN-TV series to air 
in the spring.  The international anniversary 
logo and song will be featured in print and 
video materials throughout the year.

For more anniversary resources, look for 
updates in FAMVIN throughout the year!

USA-
CANADA 

VINCENTIAN 
FAMILY 

INTERNATONAL  
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