No Border Is Above Human Life

On behalf of the worldwide Vincentian Family, the Vincentian Family Office wishes to express its
profound sorrow and grave concern over the human tragedy that has unfolded in recent days along
the border of Ceuta.

Ceuta is an autonomous Spanish city located on the northern coast of Africa, bordering Morocco. It
is one of the principal points of encounter—and also of tension—between Africa and Europe. For
decades, many people have attempted to reach it while fleeing poverty, lack of opportunity,
violence, persecution, or the absence of any prospect for a dignified future.

On July 30 and 31, 2026, tens of thousands of people coming from Morocco attempted to enter
Ceuta by land and sea. Many tried to reach the coast by swimming around the border breakwaters,
exposing themselves to dangerous currents, exhaustion, fear, and confusion. Dozens of people lost
their lives, and others remain missing. Entire families are still searching for news of their loved ones.

Among those who arrived were many children and adolescents, some of them alone and without the
protection of their families. Reception centers were overwhelmed, and many people who were
exhausted, injured, or disoriented had to remain on the streets, on beaches, or in temporary
facilities. Although many have returned to Morocco, others remain in Ceuta without knowing what
will happen to them.

Behind every figure is a name, a family, and a story. There are mothers and fathers waiting for a
phone call. There are young people who believed they had found an opportunity to live with dignity.
There are children who crossed a border without fully understanding the risks or the decisions being
made around them. There are people who saw their companions die along the way or who still do
not know whether their relatives are alive.

To all of them, we offer our closeness, our prayers, and our solidarity.

People Must Never Become Instruments

We are aware that this crisis has unfolded amid complex political, economic, and diplomatic
circumstances. However, no explanation of these events can cause us to forget what is essential:
migrants must never be used as instruments of pressure, bargaining chips, or weapons in disputes
between states, institutions, or political forces.

Human life cannot be subordinated to geopolitical strategies, electoral calculations, economic
interests, or border disputes. Exploiting a person’s desperation, poverty, or dreams in order to
achieve political objectives constitutes a grave offense against human dignity.

We also reject any discourse that indiscriminately presents migrants as a threat, a burden, or an
enemy. Language that dehumanizes prepares the ground for indifference, discrimination, and

violence. Words matter: behind expressions such as “wave,” “invasion,” or “migration problem” are
real human beings with rights, wounds, abilities, and hopes.
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The safety and peaceful coexistence of border communities must be protected. States have both the
right and the responsibility to manage their borders. Yet this responsibility must always be exercised
with full respect for human life, international law, existing legislation, and the inviolable dignity of
every person.

As Pope Leo XIV reminds us, “The way a society treats them reveals whether its sense of justice is
driven by fear or by the spirit of fraternity” (Magnifica Humanitas, 81).

Children Must Be Protected Without Delay

Our concern is directed in a special way toward the children and adolescents affected by this
emergency. A migrant child is, first and foremost, a child. Nationality, place of origin, or
immigration status can never diminish or condition the rights to which that child is entitled.

Every child must immediately receive safe shelter, food, medical care, psychological support, legal
assistance, and the protection of qualified professionals. Those who arrive alone must be provided
with effective guardianship. They must not be abandoned, held with unfamiliar adults, or exposed to
trafficking networks, exploitation, violence, or abuse.

We call for every decision concerning their future to be based on a thorough, transparent, and
individualized assessment guided above all by the best interests of the child. The repatriation of
children and adolescents must never be carried out collectively or automatically. Before any return
takes place, their identity and family circumstances must be verified, the risks they face must be
assessed, and the actual conditions in which they would be received must be established.

Every necessary effort must also be made to locate their families and facilitate safe family
reunification whenever this is possible and genuinely serves the child’s best interests.

Children must not be made to pay the price for decisions made by adults.

An Immediate Humanitarian Response That
Respects Human Rights

In the face of the situation in Ceuta, we call upon the Spanish and Moroccan authorities, European
institutions, international organizations, and all entities involved to ensure a coordinated,
transparent, and fully humanitarian response.

This response must guarantee:

1. The rescue and protection of every person whose life is in danger, both on land and at sea.
An active search for those who remain missing and the dignified identification of those who
have died, while providing information and support to their families.

3. Immediate access to water, food, safe shelter, medical and psychological care, clothing,
hygiene facilities, interpretation services, and legal guidance.

4. Specialized protection for children, pregnant women, people who are sick or injured, victims
of violence or trafficking, and anyone else in a situation of particular vulnerability.
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5. Effective access to asylum and international protection procedures, with clear information,
legal assistance, and all required procedural safeguards.

6. Respect for the principle of non-refoulement whenever a person’s life, freedom, or physical
integrity would be at risk.

7. Anindividualized assessment of every return decision, avoiding collective or hasty
expulsions and any action lacking the necessary safeguards.

8. Sufficient material and human support for Ceuta and its receiving communities, so that
protecting migrants and caring for the local population are not presented as competing
needs.

9. The creation and expansion of safe and legal pathways so that men, women, and children
are not forced to entrust their lives to the sea, misinformation, or networks that profit from
their desperation.

10. Sustained international cooperation that addresses the root causes of forced migration and
also makes effective the right of people to remain in their own homeland with peace,
security, employment, and dignified living conditions.

The response to Ceuta cannot be limited to managing an emergency until it disappears from the
headlines. Lasting policies of welcome, protection, advancement, and integration must be built upon
human rights and shared responsibility among peoples.

A Call to the Christian Conscience

For the Vincentian Family, this tragedy is not a distant matter. The Gospel prevents us from standing
apart from the suffering of those who knock at a border, at a door, or upon our conscience.

Jesus identifies himself with the stranger in need of welcome: “I was a stranger and you welcomed
me” (Mt 25:35). Welcoming, protecting, and accompanying migrants is therefore not a secondary
activity of Christian life. It is a concrete way of recognizing and serving Christ.

Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac taught us to draw near to people who have been
abandoned, listen to their stories, recognize their dignity, and organize effective responses to their
needs. Vincentian compassion does not stop at being moved: it observes, discerns, acts, and seeks to
transform the structures that produce suffering.

We therefore invite all branches, communities, associations, educational institutions, parishes, social
ministries, volunteers, and members of the Vincentian Family throughout the world to:

e pray for those who have died, remain missing, or have been injured, and for their families;

e support, according to their means, the humanitarian responses coordinated by the local
Church and qualified organizations;

e offer welcome, a listening ear, and accompaniment to migrants in their own communities;

e pay particular attention to unaccompanied children and adolescents and to victims of
trafficking or exploitation;

e counter misinformation, xenophobia, and narratives that fuel fear;

e foster a culture of encounter in which no one is considered a stranger, disposable, or
inferior;
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e advocate for policies that protect both the right to migrate safely and the right not to be
forced to leave one’s homeland.

No Life Can Be Allowed to Drown in Our Indifference

We embrace the words of Pope Leo XIV, who, in response to the alarming situation in Ceuta, prayed
that “solutions may be found to bring peace, stability and justice” (Angelus, August 2, 2026).

We join in the sorrow of the families mourning their loved ones and in the anguish of those still
searching for people who remain missing. We are grateful for the work of those who have rescued
lives, cared for the injured, provided food, opened places of shelter, or accompanied children. We
also recognize the efforts of the people of Ceuta and ask that they receive the support necessary to
respond to this situation with calm, safety, and humanity.

We affirm clearly: no border is above human life; no immigration status erases a person’s dignity; no
political interest justifies exploiting people who are poor; no child should be left unprotected; and no
society can call itself just if it responds to suffering with indifference.

May Our Lady of Africa accompany all those who have suffered in this tragedy and sustain those
working to alleviate it. May Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac teach us to recognize
Christ in every wounded person and to serve them with a love that is both affective and effective.

Vincentian Family Office
August 4, 2026
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