THE SELECTIVITY WITH WHICH GIFTEDNESS IS RECOGNIZED
Some weeks ago, following the Feast of St Louise de Marillac on March 15,  it was  remarked to me that it was a pity the Feast of St Louise was not celebrated more universally in the Church than is presently the case.   In Australia at least, most parish churches would not have been aware of the feast since it is not listed in the General Liturgical Calendar for Australia. “Divine Mercy” can be presented as being of equal importance to the Second Sunday of Easter, but a Foundress of the nearly 19,000 strong Company of the  Daughters of Charity who work in over 90 different countries around the world and who is the Patroness of Social Workers everywhere,  can’t rate a mention!   Our Church is not always evenhanded in its recognition of the contributions and gifts of others.  Perhaps this is yet another area where Louise de Marillac  needs to be brought out of the shadows !

Even within the Vincentian Family, there are others who do not always get the recognition they deserve.  Though the foundation day of the Congregation of the Mission is celebrated on January 25, the day in 1617 which Vincent de Paul regarded as the beginning of the Congregation because of his sermon at Folleville in northern France on that date, the Congregation as a legal entity did not come into being until April 17, 1625.     The Congregation was formally set up on that date as result of the persistent efforts of François-Marguérite de Silly, (aka Madame de Gondi), who persuaded her husband, Phillipe-Emmanuel de Gondi, and her brother-in-law John Francis de Gondi, Archbishop of Paris, of the necessity of setting up a group of priests who would dedicate themselves to giving missions to people in rural areas.   Vincent de Paul could not resist the requests of these three people, and so the Congregation of the Mission came into being formally.  A few months later, Madame de Gondi died, not having reached her 42nd birthday.

Biographers generally praise Madame de Gondi for her piety and charity, and at the same time leave an unfavourable impression of her as a demanding and insecure woman who selfishly insisted on keeping Vincent de Paul at her side, despite the fact that she wanted him to be responsible for missions to the people on her estates. But we should not forget the manner in which Madame de Gondi is described as conducting herself when on her estates, a manner which reinforces the impression of confidence and level-headedness, with much respect from those who worked on the estates. Her removal of a seigniorial judge in regard to whom there had been many complaints highlights the responsibility she accepted for the people working for her and her husband.  There is no doubt that Madame de Gondi played an active role in establishing the Congregation of the Mission to look after the spiritual needs of people in rural areas.
   She should at least be recognized as the Co-Foundress of the Congregation of the Mission.
Fr Gerard Maloney CM (Australian Province), who sadly died in 1989 at the age of 48,  was admired for his sharp intellect and insightful comments.  On one occasion, when he felt that his potential contribution was not being recognized, he made the remark “How I despise the selectivity with which giftedness is recognized !”  Madame de Gondi’s contribution to the fundamental work of the church in looking after the less fortunate may not always be recognized, but she left a powerful legacy behind her in her example of caring for the poor.
At celebrations of the Eucharist in these weeks after Easter, we read a number of Gospel stories about the disciples being slow to recognize Jesus in his various appearances to them.  In these same weeks, we can also reflect on those in our own times and situations whose gifts and potential, for whatever reason, may be overlooked.
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