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The questions for the afternoon session with home groups are:  

· What was the greatest challenge you heard today? (wisdom circles/mutual invitation—all are heard from.)

· What is the Spirit asking of us?

Each table home group would write a group commitment to be used during the following ritual.

We are suggesting that at each table there be a “communion of saints” postcard for each person with something written on the back, along with a different beatitude for each table.  After they have asked the above questions, we might ask them to pray the beatitude and then write their own individual commitment and the group commitment on their card.  Then all groups together would pray the closing prayer below (thanks to Prayer and Ritual for Inclusive Communities)
Opening Song:
Spirit of the Living God
Leader:

Invitation to Prayer

Introduction

The Beatitudes are for people who have their hearts set on having the Reign of God come about.  Beatitudes are a way of life designed for those who want their lives to be a blessing. Beatitude people are searching people. They have this working with God on their minds and they can’t rest until the world is right and equitable for all. They urge us out of the comfortable and the ordinary. They invite us to risk in our daily living and meet the holy in the unsettling questions of the day. They tell us that God is forever in our midst if we bless the world with Beatitude-living. The beatitudes are values that come straight from the mind of Christ. Translated into simple language, Jesus could have said something like this:

Beatitudes (from Seasons of Your Heart, by Macrina Wiederkehr, OSB)

Table one spokesperson:  Blessed are those who are convinced of their basic dependency on God, whose lives are emptied of all that doesn’t matter, those for whom the riches of this world just aren’t that important.


All:
The Reign of heaven is theirs.

Table two spokesperson:  Blessed are those who know that all they are is gift from God, and so they can be content with their greatness and their smallness, knowing themselves and being true to themselves.

All:
For they shall have the earth for their heritage.

Table three spokesperson: Blessed are those who wear compassion like a garment, those who have learned how to find themselves by losing themselves in another’s sorrow.


All:
For they shall receive comfort.

Table four spokesperson:  Blessed are those who are hungry for goodness, those who never get enough of God and truth and righteousness.


All:
For they shall be satisfied.

Table five spokesperson:  Blessed are the merciful, those who remember how much has been forgiven them, and are able to extend this forgiveness into the lives of others.


All:
For they too shall receive God’s mercy.

Table six spokesperson:  Blessed are those whose hearts are free and simple, those who have smashed all false images and are seeking honestly for truth.

All:
For they shall see God.

Table seven spokesperson:  Blessed are the creators of peace, those who build roads that unite rather than walls that divide, those who bless the world with the healing power of their presence.


All:
For they shall be called children of God.

Table eight spokesperson:  Blessed are those whose love has been tried, like gold, in the furnace and found to be precious, genuine, and lasting, those who have lived their belief out loud, no matter what the cost or pain.


All:
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Ritual:
As each beatitude is read, one from the group would bring forward the group commitment to be placed in a basket, bowl, special cup…..

Once all commitments are in the basket, it will be raised for a blessing.
Pray together:


Compassionate God, we are here to give ourselves to you and to your people.


It is through what we are and do that others will come to know you.


We are here to bring peace to a broken people,


And healing to those in need.


We are here to witness to the world


That we live in response to a desperate society

Seeking truth, equality, and freedom.


Parent of the poor and oppressed, we ask for your help.


We pray as we move forward to create a world 
That inspires us to tap into the fire of love, the deep roots of our legacy. 
Give us the courage to look within at our own poverty 
and to listen to the voices that are nudging us. 
Give us the clarity of heart to listen deeply to your invitation for deeper conversion. Spirit of wisdom be with us as we leave this family gathering. 
St. Vincent, St. Louise, and the communion of Vincentian saints – 
accompany us today 
as we bring to life your mission and vision as co-creators, one Vincentian family. Encourage us to form each other by building relationships.

Help us to always be awake to the words of the beatitudes 

And, like Vincent and Louise, to respond to those most in need 

And to be a bridge that links all together into one human family. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
 

Closing Song:

Who Will Speak
