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Background

About half of America's migratory birds fly from destinations as far-flung as Chile to nest in Canada's boreal forest. In Alberta, that forest lies above tar sands that contain oil reserves second only to Saudi Arabia's.  The excavation of the tar sands -- projected to pump $2.4 trillion into Canada's economy between 2010 and 2030 -- could reduce the region's migratory-bird population by almost half, according to a peer-reviewed study released Dec. 2 by U.S. and Canadian environmental groups. 
Tar sands oil production has a larger environmental impact and is less efficient compared with conventional oil production. In particular, such production makes heavy use of water and causes greater groundwater pollution. As conventional sources of oil are depleted, non conventional sources of oil will increasingly be relied upon to make up the difference. Environmental impacts from tar sands oil fields will grow in direct relation to the expected exponential increase of production over the next 20 years. 
Take action by writing to: 

Please take action today by writing to one or more of the following:

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20005

Email: comments@whitehouse.gov 

Dear President Obama:

I urge your leadership on stimulating our economies by moving aggressively on green energy and transportation solutions that curb global warming. Nothing is more important to our future. In discussions on a North American approach to energy and global warming, special treatment for tar sands oil development would be inconsistent with the necessary transition to a new energy economy that reduces greenhouse gasses wherever they are produced.

Tar sands development is a step backwards. It has rightly been called the most destructive project on earth because of the excessive global warming pollution it produces and the way its toxic mining operations devastate the Boreal forest and human health. Both the U.S. and Canada have vast potential in renewable energy and green economic solutions. Let’s build a relationship between the two countries on the foundation of hope for the future, and not on dirty tar sands oil. 
Sincerely,
