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HAZARD YET FORWARD 

(Seton family motto)
No importa el riesgo, seguimos adelante. 

(Spanish)

Utz cabinic. Maj c'ax chawe. 

(Quiché)
Sisters of Charity of New York
www.scny.org

LOOK BACK…
Elizabeth Seton often looked back on the journey of her life, a life filled with much happiness and much sorrow. She knew the power of slowing down and taking time for reflective remembering. Through it, she allowed God to lead her deeper into the mystery of faith. Ponder her words:

“Most painful remembrances now – yet grateful for them-

 the order of our Grace so evident through ALL.”  

※
※
※
A contemporary woman looks back to a time of loss very similar to Elizabeth’s:

“All journeys cause us to leave something behind as we move toward something new. I experienced this with such power during the period of grief following the loss of my husband and child. To accept their absence and build a new future, I had to let go of the way I wanted my life to be. I also let go of many illusions, like the illusion that life was really within my control….

….Once I gave up my old ways of looking at things, something began to shift. Being willing to experience God in a new way created an opening. I became no different from Mary, Joseph, or the shepherds. Nothing but an inner guidance would show me the way.” 


(Paula D’Arcy, Daybreaks, Liguori Press, 2007)

A Guatemalan poet invites us to look back by looking into the eyes of the poor.

REVELATION (excerpt)

….The cry of the poor


The eyes of the poor

is clear water



are two mirrors,
that rinses off our makeup;

we need not be afraid
we can let the mask fall.


to see ourselves there….







Julia Esquivel
※
※
※
REFLECTION  
(Reflective music can be played.)

Look back on the past year in your life……in the life of our congregation…our church…

our nation…our world…our planet.

Where has life brought you/us? 

Where have times of difficulty, challenge, or loss led 


you/us?

How have you met God, others, yourself, in a new 


way?

How do Elizabeth’s words speak to you at this 


moment of grace in your life?

How have you seen yourself in the eyes of the poor?

After a time of personal reflection, share your 

thoughts and feelings with others.

LOOK AHEAD…

Elizabeth Seton looked ahead, open to the unknown future, with hope-filled trust that, in God’s provident care, she would have all that she needed. She lived in the spirit of “Hazard, yet forward” – “Whatever the risk, go ahead.”  Ponder her words:

“God who sits above smiles at the anxious, calculating heart, and makes everything easy to the simple and confiding.”
※
※
※
The Scriptures invite us to look ahead, and follow Jesus into the unknown:

The two disciples heard what John said and followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi, where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” (John 1: 35-39)

※
※
※
Like Elizabeth, four women in Guatemala begin today a new phase of their journey of faith. Cristina, Maria, Catarina, and Florinda will become postulants in the Sisters of Charity. They have heard God’s invitation to look ahead, to respond in faith to the unknown. We join our prayer with them and their families, as we pray in their own Quiché language:

“Utz cabinic. Maj c'ax chawe. 

(It's good to keep walking. You won't be hurt.)”

※
※
※
Like Elizabeth, we too hear the call to look ahead, to move on, in faith. We stand at a new moment in human history, a “Great Turning.” 
We desire to trust that God is truly doing something new, in us and around us, even if we do not yet grasp its meaning.

REFLECTION 
(Reflective music can be played.)

Look ahead to this new year of grace.

How is God inviting you to deepen your faith and 


hope? 

Are you willing to experience God, others, 

yourself, in a new way?

How do the Scriptures and Elizabeth’s words 

speak to you?

What does “Hazard Yet Forward” mean for you 

at this moment in your life?

After a time of personal reflection, share your thoughts and feelings with others.

※
※
※
Prayer:  Srs. Regina Bechtle, SC and Mary Ellen O’Boyle, SC
Cover:  Hazard Yet Forward
Sr. Margaret Beaudette, SC
