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Chords 

“We Are the Present and the Future”
Where to hear it?: https://hearthis.at/chento/we-are-the-present-and-the-future/

Suitable for: Teen/Youth meetings, Young Adults.

Intro:    F#m  D  A  E  F#m  D  A  E

                        Bm                                       F#m 
We rise at dawn with tired eyes but fire in our chest, 
                                  D                                               E 
We’ve heard the stories of the saints who walked before the rest. 
They weren’t perfect, they were bold, they chose the wounded side, 
And now their footsteps echo loud in everything we try. 
We’re not waiting for permission—this is our terrain, 
We walk with those the world forgets, we speak their hidden pain. 
But hope is our rebellion, love our loudest truth, 
And we’re done apologizing for the power of our youth.

         Bm                                               F#m 
We don’t dream small, we don’t fear change, 
                     D                                                 A/C# 
We carry mercy into places they call strange. 
         Bm                                     F#m 
If the road is broken, we’ll build it new— 
                     D                                                                      E 
Because justice is a promise we refuse to lose.

                                                        F#m 
We are the present and the future, 
                                   (E)                 A 
Voices rising, strong and pure. 
                                                         E 
From every nation, every culture, 
                                                         D 
We are the ones who will endure. 
                                                              F#m 
We are the hands that lift the fallen, 
                                              (E)                A 
We are the light that breaks the dark. 
                                                         E 
We are the present and the future— 
          D                                               Bm 
And this is where our story starts.

Some say we’re too young to know the weight of what we claim, 
But we’ve seen hunger up close, and loneliness without a name. 
We’ve held the trembling hands of those who felt unseen, 
And in their eyes we found our calling, fierce and evergreen. 
We’re marching with compassion as our banner in the wind, 
We fight the silent battles, where a smile becomes a win. 
No fear will stop our mission, no wall can keep us out, 
We’re youth, we’re loud, we’re Vincentian—hear us shout.
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We won’t stand back, we won’t give in, 
We’re planting seeds where hope’s been wearing thin. 
If tomorrow trembles, we’ll stand tall— 
Because love can shake the mighty and uplift the small.

We are the present and the future, 
Voices rising, strong and pure. 
From every nation, every culture, 
We are the ones who will endure. 
We are the hands that lift the fallen, 
We are the light that breaks the dark. 
We are the present and the future— 
And this is where our story starts.

We’ve got stories in our backpacks, courage in our bones, 
Friendships forged in service, stronger than stone. 
We’ve cried in hidden chapels, laughed under the rain, 
Learned that giving from our nothing is the key to breaking chains. 

                          F#m                                                   D 
We don’t pretend to have all answers, no— 
                                       A                                                        E/G# 
But we choose the path where compassion grows. 
                                F#m                                         D 
We choose the poor, we choose the brave, 
                              A                                         F#m 
We choose a world worth fighting to save.

We are the present and the future, 
Voices rising, strong and pure. 
From every nation, every culture, 
We are the ones who will endure. 
We are the hands that lift the fallen, 
We are the light that breaks the dark. 
We are the present and the future— 
And this is where our story starts.

We walk with faith, we walk with fire, 
We walk with brothers, sisters too. 
We are the present and the future— 
And we’re just getting started, 
Me and you.

We are the present and the future, 
Voices rising, strong and pure. 
From every nation, every culture, 
We are the ones who will endure. 
We are the hands that lift the fallen, 
We are the light that breaks the dark. 
We are the present and the future— 
And this is where our story starts.
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