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Prayer For Peace 
and the End of War 

 

 

 

Leader (L): In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

L: We gather today to lift our voices to merciful God, asking that all wars may cease. We come 
with hearts wounded by much suffering, yet we hold firm hope that peace is possible if we 
allow ourselves to be transformed by Christ’s love. 

(Hymn of gathering: “Let There Be Peace on Earth” or “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”) 

Prayer for Peace 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 

O Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be comforted as to comfort; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 
in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and in dying to self that we are born to eternal life. 

(Brief moment of silent prayer) 
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Penitential Act 
 

L: Brothers and sisters, before we ask for peace in the world, let us acknowledge our 
shortcomings and ask the Lord for mercy. 

• Lord Jesus, you who call us to root out hatred in our hearts, have mercy on us. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

• Christ Jesus, you who invite us to forgive and reconcile with one another as brothers 
and sisters, have mercy on us. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 

• Lord Jesus, you who send us to be sowers of peace in a wounded world, have mercy 
on us. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Let us pray: 

L: Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, open our ears to hear the cry of the innocent and open our 
hands to build a reconciled world. 
All: Make us, Lord, instruments of your peace. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading 
A reading from the Letter of James 3:13-18 

“Who among you is wise and understanding? By his good life let him show his works in the 
gentleness that comes from wisdom. 
But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to 
the truth. 
This wisdom is not such as comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every foul practice. 
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity. 
And the harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm for the Innocents of War 
R/. Lord, hear the cry of your oppressed people. 

Lord, the innocent are crucified every day, 
children weep with hunger among the ruins, 
mothers suffer, unable to feed their children, 
and the elderly waste away in loneliness. 
R/. Lord, hear the cry of your oppressed people. 

The world stays silent and washes its hands, 
the powerful calculate while the poor are dying, 
walls of hatred are raised and showers of bullets fall, 
yet you, Lord, ask: “Where is your brother?” 
R/. Lord, hear the cry of your oppressed people. 

Our silences wound like swords, 
our indifference weighs like chains. 
Awaken us, Lord, 
so that we are not spectators, 
but Samaritans in history. 
R/. Lord, hear the cry of your oppressed people. 

Bring down the pride of the violent, 
raise up the lowly who cry for justice, 
make our hands distribute bread to the hungry, 
heal the wounded, 
comfort the afflicted. 
Make our faith a refuge of hope. 
R/. Lord, hear the cry of your oppressed people. 

Do not let us grow used to weeping, 
nor allow others’ pain to feel distant. 
Give us hearts of mercy, 
so that where there is war, 
the seed of your peace may also be sown. 
R/. Lord, hear the cry of your oppressed people. 

 

Gospel 
A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew 5:43-48 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be children of your heavenly Father. He causes his sun to rise on the bad and the 
good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust. 
For if you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Do not even the tax collectors do 



 
 4 

the same? 
And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not 
even the Gentiles do the same? 
So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection 
 

The Gospel challenges us with one of Jesus’ hardest teachings: “Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.” This is not a soft suggestion but a radical call that reshapes how 
we live. The world’s logic is reactive: respond with force, build walls, retaliate. Christ’s logic 
calls us to break the cycle of retaliation through the creative power of love. 

Loving our enemy doesn’t mean tolerating injustice or standing by while harm is done. It 
means refusing to let bitterness take root, it means choosing to act with truth and justice, 
while guarding our own hearts against being poisoned by resentment. 

In every face of suffering — the refugee forced to flee, the child bearing the scars of conflict, 
the mother mourning a loss — Christ looks and asks: “Where is your brother? Where is your 
sister?” He reminds us that there is no peace without fraternity, no reconciliation without 
forgiveness. 

Now, more than ever, we must be brave disciples: 

• Disciples who build bridges while others erect walls. 

• Disciples who pursue justice, recognizing that peace cannot flourish without it. 

• Prophets who raise their voices against atrocities committed in many lands because 
of war. 

The Kingdom of God that Jesus proclaims is not something far off. It is urgent. It begins in the 
small — in our homes, in our neighborhoods, in our parish communities. Where there is 
division, let us sow unity. Where there is indifference, let us bring compassion. Where there is 
violence, let us bring the balm of forgiveness. 

The world needs witnesses of hope. The Gospel calls us to take that courageous step: to love 
without holding back, to labor without ceasing for peace, and to trust that God’s love will have 
the final word. 

(Silence to meditate on what has been heard; perhaps accompanied by a soft hymn like 
“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” or “Let Heaven Rejoice”) 
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Intercessions 
 

L: Let us bring our prayers to the Lord, the source of all peace: 

1. For the Church, that it may be a visible sign of reconciliation and hope in a world torn 
by conflict. 
All: Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

2. For governmental leaders and those in authority, that they may choose paths of 
dialogue and justice, resisting violence and seeking the common good. 
All: Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

3. For the victims of war: refugees, orphaned children, grieving families, the elderly who 
are forgotten. 
All: Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

4. For each one of us, that we may not grow numb to the pain of others, but become 
artisans of peace wherever we are. 
All: Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

(Spontaneously add other petitions.) 

 

Concluding Prayer 
 

God of infinite mercy, look with compassion upon our broken world, torn by conflict and 
greed. Console the refugees, the widows, the orphans, and all who suffer from war. 
Strengthen those who labor tirelessly for peace and justice. Soften the hearts of those with 
power, that they may pursue the common good rather than personal gain. Grant us the 
courage to be peacemakers, to speak truth against injustice, and to love without bounds, as 
Saint Vincent de Paul taught us. May your Kingdom of peace come, where swords are beaten 
into plows, and the dignity of every person is restored. Amen. 

 

(Hymn to close: “Here I Am, Lord” or “The Summons” or a Marian hymn like “Immaculate 
Mary”.) 
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