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The Miraculous Medal: Manifesting the Risen Lord’s
liberating love and hope!

£05 AMM Worldwide Several years ago, while I was assigned to a parish, a

man went inside the sacristy as I was changing after
the Mass. He asked if he could speak to me. I
requested him to sit down. As soon as he did, he got
a white envelope from his bag and handed it to me.
I saw that he was
smiling and crying at
the same time. I opened
[09 Pray with us ]J the envelope while he
started telling his story.
He said, “Father, I just got released from prison. I
was incarcerated for a long time because I
murdered someone. All those years that I stayed in
prison, I only longed for one thing: To be able to
embrace my mother and father. But neither they
nor my siblings ever visited me. This morning, I went straight to our house to
see my parents. Upon, entering our village, I saw some of my friends, but they
seemed to be avoiding me. Only one of them dared to approach me. I asked him,
‘How come our friends were avoiding me?” He told me that our friends didn’t want
to be associated with a murderer.”

[ 07 Rays of Hope

08 Miraculous Medal:
Jubilee Church

O

[ (09 Council and Secretariat

With his head bowed down, he told me, “It was painful to hear this from people who
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used to be your friends, Father. It was as if
they already judged me: You are a
murderer, and nothing will change that.
So, without any word, I left and went to
our house. When 1 knocked, I was
surprised to see that I did not know the
person who opened the door. It was then
that I discovered very painful news: My
mother was not living there anymore, and
she was with another man already. The
worst part was I learned that my father
had passed away, too. He was killed by
the members of the family of the person I
murdered. When 1 was in prison, life was
very hard, and I remember one time
praying to God. I told him, ‘Lord, please
give me one more chance. Please give me a
chance to be set free from this prison. I
promise you I will mend my ways, and I
will never commit the same mistake
again.” But the moment that I found out
that they murdered my father, I felt so
angry that I wanted to look for all their
family members and kill them!”

Looking at this man beside me was like
looking at a person who had already lost all
self-esteem and dignity. I told him, “My
friend, this letter that you handed to me,
which states your freedom from prison, is
actually God’s love letter to you. And He
wants you to know that if, at this very
moment, you are truly sorry for your sins
and would like to start over again, He has
already forgiven your sins. So have courage
and learn to forgive yourself, too.” The man
told me that he would like to start anew and
that he would look for his mother. Before
parting ways, I got a Miraculous Medal
from my pocket and invested it on him.
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A week later, he came back to the
Church. With a smile on his face, he
asked if he could talk to me again. We
sat on a bench in front of the church.
He said, “Father, I was able to find my
mother already. But before going to
her house, I presented myself to the
local town hall. Upon going out, two
people approached me. They said,
‘Brother, we learned that you just got
out of prison. Do you have work
already?” I told them that I did not
have work yet because it was difficult
for an ex-convict to land a job. They
told me that they could help me find
one that pays well, only if they could
trust me. I told them that, indeed, I
badly needed work. Then, they handed
me a list of names. I asked them what I
was supposed to do with that. They
offered me a very large amount of
money, but I would have to Kkill
everyone on the list.

“To be honest, Father, I got so tempted
to accept their offer, for it was a huge
sum of money, and I badly needed it.
But when I was about to say “Yes” to
them, I bowed down and saw the
Miraculous Medal you invested me
with. Then, I remembered my prayer
to God while inside the prison, ‘Lord,
please give me one more chance.
Please give me a chance to be set free
from this prison, and I promise you I
will mend my ways. I will never
commit the same mistake again.” So,
even if I really needed that money, I
politely declined, and they left me
immediately. Upon reaching the place
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where my mother was staying, her new
partner refused to welcome me because
of my background. But, I was already
contented that I could finally embrace
my mother again. I left and started to
look for a job. Now, I have work
already. I was hired as a gasoline boy.
The pay is not that much, but it is a
decent job. This will be enough for now
as I try to start over again.” After that
conversation, I prayed over him, and
we parted ways.

The simple piece of metal he wore around
his neck reminded him of his vow to God
while he was still incarcerated. That tiny
yet miraculous medallion saved him from
falling back into sin. The Miraculous
Medal became a source of hope and grace
from God for him.

The Jubilee Year is a year of grace. It is
also a year to be set free from anything
that imprisons and enslaves us, that
which hinders us from living our
Christian life to the fullest! This Jubilee
Year of Hope, may we allow the liberating
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presence of Jesus to release us from
everything that prevents us from
using the best of our abilities and
giftedness to likewise be a channel of
God’s blessing and grace to others,
especially to those in need.

Heeding the call of our Director General,
Fr. Tomaz Mavri¢, CM, with renewed
fervor, we intensify the propagation of
this precious sacramental entrusted to us
and reach out to places where the
Association is not present, for we believe
that where Mary is present, Jesus our
Risen Lord is also present!

The story I shared with you is just one of
the numerous miracles and testimonies
about the wonders of the Medal of the
Immaculate Conception. I encourage
you to share your stories of faith, hope,
and love manifested through the
Miraculous Medal. We hope to hear
from you soon! Have a meaningful
Easter and Jubilee Year Celebration!

In Mary Immaculate,

Fr. Rolando F. Limjoco Jr., CM
Subdirector

International Association of the Miraculous Medal
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCILOR

"Hope does not disappoint.” (Romans 5:5)
Dear AMM Family,

The Lord allows us to witness the dawn of a new Jubilee Year, with the theme “Hope
does not disappoint.” This is a year in which God invites us to renew our lives,
deepen our faith, and make forgiveness and reconciliation a reality.

I am delighted to address each of you personally, encouraging one another to begin
this new Jubilee Year hand in hand with Mary, entrusting our hearts to her with a
gaze of faith and hope. She, the pilgrim of faith and the bearer of hope, will help us
live this year with open doors to God's love and mercy.

Pope Francis has already given us beautiful inspiration for this year. As members of
AMMV, it is up to us to make room in our plans to nurture our faith, strengthen our
service to the poor in our works, and thus gain the blessings of the Jubilee with the
Pope’s guidance.

For many of us, this may be the last Jubilee Year we experience, so let us make the
most of it. May our entire lives, moved by the Spirit of Charity, be a testimony of
being pilgrims of hope in a world suffering from war, hunger, the effects of climate
change, injustice, and a lack of love. May the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal, accompany us on this journey so that we may experience and
help others experience that hope does not disappoint.

We join with love and prayer in celebrating the 400th anniversary of the
Congregation of the Mission, giving thanks to God for all its members, some of
whom serve as our advisors. May Saint Vincent continue to inspire them in their love
for God and in the practice of humility, simplicity, charity, and an effective and
effective love for the poor and the missions entrusted to them.

With my love and gratitude, I embrace you all with affection.

Maria Haydée Valdés Ber6n
AMM International Councilor for South America
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AMM WORLDWIDE
PERU

On March 8, 2025, AMM Peru held a Spiritual
Formation Talk at CAVI (Vincentian Animation
Center) both virtually via Zoom and in person,
with 50 members from 15 local groups and 20
members from five regional groups. Led by f7.
Rubén Borda, CM, and President Doris Saavedra '§
Escajadillo, the event included Mass, presentations,
and a birthday celebration. Monthly formation -
talks continue every second Saturday with
various spiritual themes.

MOZAMBIQUE

Members of AMM Mozambique come together
every month for a time of reflection,
reinforcing their commitment to spreading the
message of the Miraculous Medal to all. The
latest one was held on March 22nd and It was
attended by 50 members.

PANAMA

On March 8, the National Assembly of AMM Panama was held at Colegio San Vicente
in Santiago, bringing together 22 members from across the country. During the
assembly National Council election was held. The new officers who will be serving for
the next 3 years are:

* President: Lizeth Caballero

* Secretary: Alexandra Romero

* Treasurer: Edisa Mendoza

* Formation Officer: Jorge Villarreal
» Pastoral Officer: Eric Cedeno

Congratulations and may Our Blessed Mother guide you all!
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HONDURAS

On March 22-23, members from various regions gathered in San Pedro Sula, Cortés,
for the National Assembly of AMM Honduras. During the assembly, the new
National Council for the 2025-2028 term was elected:

President: Marta Lagos
Secretary: Iris Andrade
Treasurer: Xiomara Torres
Officer #1: Candida Umanzor
Officer #2: Cruz Rodriguez

Congratulations, and more power to you all!

KENYA

AMM in Kenya is newly organized. Of the [ =
147 members, 64 attend monthly meetings &
in person, while the others participate
virtually. They are now working on plans ¥
to spread devotion to the Miraculous pa#
Medal and develop a handbook in local &8
languages that includes the story of St. [
Catherine Laboure, the Miraculous Medal,
and the Association.

' & T
‘ CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

The Association of the Miraculous Medal
(AMM) and the Vincentian Marian Youth
(VMY) continue to strengthen their collaboration.
On March 2nd, a joint training session was
held at the Bangui Cathedral, fostering
formation and unity between both groups. It
was attended by some 150 participants,
including 52 new members.
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RAYS OF HOPE

" For nothing will be impossible for God."
(Luke 1:37)

My name is Anna Nguyén Thi Binh, and
my husband is Anthony Trinh Van Thdo.
We have received many graces from Our
Lady, but this is a special one that we
want to share with everyone so that we
can unite in giving thanks to God. He is
our loving Father who always listens to
the prayers of His children.

For quite a long time
after getting married,
we were unable to
conceive. At the end
of March 2023, we
went to 7ir Did Hospital for a check-up. My
husband was completely healthy, but I
was diagnosed with blocked fallopian
tubes. The doctors said that the only way
for us to have a child was through in vitro
fertilization. However, as Catholics, we
knew this was not permitted. Both our
families and we were deeply saddened, as
the chances of natural conception were
extremely low.

TUAN CUU NHAT

We turned to God in prayer. While
praying, we remembered that during a
visit to the Daughters of Charity of Saint
Vincent de Paul House in Binh Loi we
were given a small booklet of the Nine-
Day Novena and some Miraculous Medal
holy cards. So, at the beginning of April
2023, we started praying the novena and
continued to pray fervently, asking God
and Our Lady to bless us with a child. If it
was God's will, I specifically wished for
our firstborn to be a son.

MIRACULOUS MEDAL
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And truly, a miracle happened! In early
May, I received joyful news—I took a
pregnancy test, and it showed two lines.
On May 12, 2023, 1 went for an
ultrasound, and the baby was already
safely implanted in my womb. It was an
incredible result, made even more
special because May is the month
dedicated to Our Lady! Our joy kept
growing, and our baby boy, Anthony
Trinh Minh Nhdtis now seven months
old already.

We are deeply grateful to the Sisters
who gave us that small booklet. Though
it was tiny, it became a great source of
encouragement, helping us to pray with
faith and trust in God's power.

Now, we continue praying
B the Nine-Day Novena as
an act of thanksgiving to
God for answering our
prayers. Since we recently
moved, I could not find
the original booklet, but
thankfully, I can follow it
online at the Miraculous
Medal Family in Vietnam

webpage: odanhducmebanon.org

| bring my son
before the altar to

honor God and
thank Our Lady.

I hope that by sharing this story, we can
all unite in thanking God and firmly
trusting in His powerful love, because,

as Scripture says: “For nothing is
impossible with God.”

Anna Nguyén Thi Binh

Vietnam


http://gdanhducmebanon.org
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]UBILEE CHURCHES IN On July 19, 1979 the laying of the corner

stone was solemnized by His Eminence
HONOR OF Jaime L. Cardinal Sin. The inauguration

OUR LADY OF THE and blessing was done éeptember 7,1980 -

the eve of Mary’s nativity. It became a
MIRACULOUS MEDAL parish on February 2, 1981 through a
Canonical Decree. This church has been
designated as a Jubilee Church in the
Diocese of Parafiaque this Jubilee Year 2025.

The National Shrine of Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal was initiated by the
Congregation of the Mission in the
Philippines. The lot was donated by a
devotee of Our Lady: Dofa Estela
Posadas and the design was made by
National Artist in  Architecture,
Architect Jose Maria Zaragosa.
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AMM INTERNATIONAL
COUNCIL AND SECRETARIAT

Fr. Tomaz Mavri¢, CM, Director General of the AMM, has officially confirmed the
following national appointments within the Association:

NATIONAL PRESIDENTS:
* Liseth Cristina Caballero Cozzarelly (Panama)
* Martha Alicia Lagos (Honduras)

PRIEST ADVISORS:
* Fr. Giuseppe Martinelli, CM (Italy)
* Fr. Ngugi John Mburu, CM (Kenya)
* Fr. Muhumuza Johnmary, CM (Uganda)
* Fr. Erwin Geovanny Rodriguez Cabuya, CM (Colombia)
* Fr. Bernard Schoepfer, CM (France)
* Fr. Rubén Pedro Borda Montes, CM (Peru)
* Fr. Luciano da Costa Ferreira, CM (Portugal)

SISTER ADVISORS:
* Sr. Mutiso Luciah, DC (Kenya)

PRAY WITH US

“O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.”
In Filipino language:
"O Mariang ipinaglihing walang sala, ipanalangin mo kaming dumudulog sa'yo."

Images of the 3 Apparitions of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal to St. Catherine Laboure in
traditional Filipino clothing (Filipifiana) from the collection of the Museo ng Medalya Milagrosa
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CONTACT US:

We welcome all news and activities of the

FOLLOW US ON OUR

AMM from your country to be featured in SOCIAL MEDIA:

our next international bulletin. If you need

further information or assistance with the @ www.facebook.com/International

AMM mission, please don't hesitate to get A

in touch with us: ° International Miraculous Medal

Association (AMM)
9 secretary@amminter.org

0 Marian Center Building, 959, Rue
San Marcelino Street, Ermita
Manille, Philippines 1000

“O Mary conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to thee.”

(i? www.amminter.org
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