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WE SHARE IN THE ONE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

In recent decades we have become more aware ofédhty that those who share the charism of
Saint Vincent de Paul are members of a spiritualilfathat is called the Vincentian Family.
This family is a missionary family that is presengll parts of the world and includes every type
of person (woman and men, young people and adwtsecrated women and men, laymen and
laywomen, Catholics and non-Catholics). The memlzérthis family are organized in over
three hundred associations or institutes.

This pluralistic family, animated by the charism of Sairt Vincent, shares in the missiorof
proclaiming the gospel to all people, especiallysth people who are poor ... indeed, the poor
are “our special heritage”. We accomplish this siois from the perspective of our own
spirituality and lifestyle and with a specific pagtl methodology which highlights organization
and creativity. For this reason there exists avagt of collaboration and coordination among
the different associations of the Vincentian Fanaihd with other groups in the Church and in
society with whom we share the mission of makirggdgbspel effective among those people who
are most poor.

As Vincentians we are aware of the reality that ¢aé to collaborate in this mission of the
Church is a baptismal commitment and a revelatiaie identity of theChristian community
which is by its very nature, missionary(Vatican Il DocumentsAd gentes divinitus#?2).
Therefore if it is true that the Church is a “mygt®f communion”, then we cannot live a
communion that is inattentive to the mission.

The Church is aextroverted community, one that does not withdraw within itself but ratreer
centered on the mission which it feels is urgerd assult of the task that has been entrusted to it
by the MasterGo, therefore, and make disciples of all natigdatthew 28:19).

The historical reason for the Church’s existence i$o prolong the mission of Christand to
make this mission visible in the history of humantki Without mission there is no Christian
community. The mission which arises from the segdorth by Jesus is not simply one more
task that the Church must engage in but is theaodeonly task of the Church. The Church does



not arise as a goal or an objective in itself lather the Church exists and lives because of its
mission, because it serves the Kingdom of God.

The Second Vatican Council affirms the missionaature of the ecclesial community (Vatican
Il Documents Ad gentes divinitugt2 and #35). The whole Church is essentially rorssy and
evangelization is a duty of all the People of G&deviously when we spoke about missions, we
viewed this as a work that was undertaken in forégmds, beyond the borders of traditionally
Catholic nations, a work that was carried out gpacific group of “missionaries”. Today we
are convinced that every place is mission territang that the mission of the church is one,
despite its diversity of forms. Also in view of obaptismal vocation we understand that all the
members of the Church are called to be engagdteisdme mission.

THE VINCENTIAN FAMILY, EVANGELIZING AND EVANGELIZED

If we ask ourselves what is tmeission of the church in the world the overarching response
that we can give i® evangelize The fundamental task of the Church is to evangelnd this,
in reality, has become the central focus of théqrakaction of the Church.

Jesus was aware of being sent by the Father tdaprothe Good News of the Kingdom. After
the Easter experience his disciples realized ey tvere members of a community that made
present and continued the saving mystery of Chii$te witnesses of the resurrection were also
aware of the fact that they were sent to spreacthed News of the gospel throughout the world
(Matthew 28:19; Acts 1:18). Thus the reason fdoihging to the Church i prolong the
mission of Christand to make it visible in the history of humankind/ithout mission there is
no Christian community and as a result of the Secdatican Council this mission has been
identified with the concept afvangelization.

In the apostolic exhortation of Paul MOn Evangelization in the Modern Wor(&vangelii
Nuntiand), evangelization is identified with the essentidksion of the Church:the task of
evangelizing all people constitutes the essentiasion of the Church .Evangelizingisin fact
the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She exists in order to
evangelize (Evangelii Nuntiandi#14).

What do we mean by evangelization?In summary we can state that evangelizatiothes
proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ that done through Christian testimony.
This proclamation is directed to women and men sohat these individuals, located in a
specific place, might be converted and freed.

VINCENT DE PAUL AND THE EVANGELIZING MISSION

Vincent de Paul reflected on the Church from thespective of his historical reality and his
mission and he highlighted the fact that his funelatal task was evangelization, especially
evangelization of the poor and that is a contirmmtf the mission of Christ. For Saint Vincent
de Paul evangelization is very much bound up watkagion:God wishes to save people through
other peopleand the Church becomes the primary instrument lgaBan by instructing others
about the mysteries of faith (CCD, 10:403; XIl1a41&111:348).



Vincent not only analyzed the reality but also gr@eed the importance of the Christological
foundation and therefore he highlighted the evanige) mission of the ChurchTo evangelize

is the office par excellence of the Son of Goahd has to be the point of reference for the
mission of the ChurchOur Lord asks us to evangelize the poor; that istWte did and what he
wants to continue to do through (8CD, XII:71).

Today our evangelizing mission has to be distinethodologically from that of Saint Vincent
but the witness of his life provides us with somsights regarding our mission today. Among
the different elements that we discover in St. ¥mtts thinking and work we highlight the
following:

The privileged place of the pooras the preferred beneficiaries of evangelization.

Zeal, which in today’s language could be translated leywlordeagernessmust be one
of the virtues of the missionary. This zeal mustjbined together with the need of
proclaiming with our lives what we proclaim in word do not undo by your actions the
progress you have made by preachi@¢D, XI:252). Zeal has to be manifested through
the theological virtue of charity and ought to influence the whole life of evangekze
who should be persons of great charity toward theb®m they open up to the
universality of the Church.

The laity as protagonistsin the work of evangelization. Saint Vincent highted the
fact that the pious associations of believers dohave as their sole objective growth in
the spiritual life. It was for this reason thatiheolved the Confraternities in the physical
and spiritual assistance of those persons who paoe We also want to highlight here
his work in the formation and promotion of the yaih the works of evangelization and
charity.

Valuing and promoting women as evangelizing agentsSaint Vincent not only relied
upon women but also restored to them their rolulfiiling the mission of the Church.
Saint Vincent recognized their autonomy and thealigjes in their apostolic labors.
Union of evangelization and social-charitable work. Saint Vincent worked with
people who were in comfortable positions (manyhefwomen in the Confraternities) but
led them through a process of conversion that brbtigem in close contact with the
poor. He spoke to them about honoring Jesus Chrishe person of the poor and
recognizing the poor as their lords and mastetse @xercise of charity that he proposed
to them was not limited to the resolution of themediate needs of the poor but he
encouraged his followers to provide the poor wita theans that would enable them to
lift themselves up (CCD, Xlllb:73, 78). Vincentsal worked with individuals involved
in politics in order to combat unjust structuresd an this way sought to uphold the
integral good of poor people.Today charity, in its broadest and most correct
meaning, must accompany any process of evangelizati and should be the factor
that verifies the Christian authenticity of evangeization.

New methods and expressions of evangelization indar to bring the gospelto the
ones intended to benefit from this process of eghration. Saint Vincent reacted
against certain methods and styles that were conunong his era and counseled his
followersto proclaim to the people the Christian truths wiitle simplicity of the Gospel
and the simplicity of the first ministers of theu@th. His little method of missionary



preaching placed the message within the reacheofiskeners because the words were
spoken in a familiar way so that everyone couldensihnd what was being said. Saint
Vincent wanted tanake the gospel effectifa its beneficiaries and therefore he insisted
on a systematic catechesis which was continued gatid sacramental practices and the
organized exercise of charity through the Confraties.

» A global vision of the evangelizing work. Without putting aside the work that had been
begun in France, Saint Vincent sent his followerplant the evangelical seed in new
worlds. He did not limit his vision to the Europeaorld that had been evangelized but
extended his work to other missionary lands.

» Attentive to the separated brothers and sisters.Through his action and the action of
his followers he was able to bring about the red@tion of some separated brothers and
sisters and did this without entering into discossiand controversies.

The spiritual experience of Saint Vincent and theppr charism of his family have highlighted
some aspects with regard to evangelization andugfmaut history has enriched the Church’s
understanding of her evangelizing mission. Somhefaspects that the Vincentian spirit is able
to contribute to this theme and that have beenpedeand integrated into the Church are:

* To evangelizahrough work and action: union of preaching-catechesis and testimony
of life.

* To evangelizén a preferential way the poor. those most in need have to be first.

* To evangelizeghe whole person:providing for the spiritual salvation of an indival
must be accompanied by serving a person’s physieatls and promoting the whole
person.

* To evangelizérom the perspective of the three actions of the rasion of the Church:
prophetic, liturgical and charitable ... these thneast be integrated while at the same
time we highlight the fact that the ministry of cityaverifies the authenticity of prophetic
and liturgical action.

* To evangelize impliean openness to being evangelizethe poor evangelize us and
that are also places for an encounter with God.

» To evangelize from the perspective of thearnation: this involves entering the world
of the poor, becoming inculturated in their wontddrder to draw near to them with the
gospel message.

* To involve women in the process of evangelization, utilizing thepesial gifts and
charisms: tenderness, solidarity, gratitude ... @anghlvomen to place these gifts at the
service of the gospel and of their sisters andhierst

» The importance odpostolic zeal... if the love of God is a fire, then zeal is itarfle and
ought to motivate every evangelizer.

* To evangelize witlsimple methods, adaptedo the circumstances of the place and time.
Here we also mention the importance of systematieahesis and popular preaching.

THE SHARED MISSION IN THE VINCENTIAN FAMILY

Many institutes have come to the conclusion thait tharism can be shared with the laffiohn
Paul 1, Consecrated lif¢Vita Consecrath #54).



A shared missioncan be defined as an ecclesial movement which faadgally joins us with
the laity and the lay vocation and leads to thescmus participation of all people in the one
mission of the Church. This understanding is suggoby the ecclesiology of communion and
the leadership of the laity who participate in tdme mission of the Church. The mission is one
and all people, regardless of their vocation, revebligation to carry out this mission.

In orderto share the mission in the Vincentian Familyt is necessary to share the life and the
charims among the distinct branches, thus thispedally true for the consecrated members
who must share with the laity. In order to shaune lde we must examine our attitudes so that
we do not give the impression that someone is wleaga second-class Vincentian or someone
has nothing to contribute. After we share our &fed charism then we can engage in common
projects so that we become more effective in oangelizing and charitable mission.

In the Vincentian Family we hawexperiencesof collaboration among the distinct Associations,
between the consecrated members and lay membedvgedre young people and adults ...
experiences that reveal the fact that we sharentbgion and as a result we are all enriched:

* Formation programs that are done in common, espeg@ograms of Vincentian
spirituality and programs that deal with the SoE&iattrine of the Church.

» Projects of direct service with the poor, such i€’ globalization of Charity: a struggle
against hunger” or “Coresponsible for life: togethgainst malaria” or “The Alliance for
Haiti” ...

» Gatherings of the International Leadership TeamthefVincentian Family in order to
share experiences and work more closely together.

* Annual meetings of the distinct branches of thec¥mtian Family for the purpose of
celebrating Vincentian feasts which also providasoaportunity to pray together, to
know one another, to share life, to respond taeladity of poverty ...

» Coordinating commission of the Vincentian Familytbe national and local level which
help the coordination and coresponsibility of thetidct branches and at the same time
organizes formation programs, apostolic projectstanes of prayer.

But in the Vincentian Family, like other spirituimilies in the Church, in which consecrated
individuals and lay people share the same chatisere are also many challenges. These are
some of the challenges that Father Benjamin Romnid, laces before us:

* To share the charism with the laityin order to grow and be renewed. Collaboration is
the source of interior renewal of the communities.

» To live the charisnwith the spirit of collaborators, allowing the laity to occupy their
place and exercise their responsibility. Embracangosition of joint dialogue and
discernment and living with an attitude of givingdareceiving and allowing ourselves to
be transformed.

» Accepting together, laity and consecrated membtrs, challenge of formation.
Formation is the soul and the motor of the missind is a commitment to build up the
kingdom of God.

* Promote a lay spirituality. A healthy lay spirituality implies a balanced irgetion
between prayer and action, a profound communio W&bd and a commitment to



transform the world. Our communities are calledéo“schools of prayer” for both the
laity and its consecrated members.

* To journey together witla missionary spirituality. The whole Church is missionary.
Many lay people are called to go to mission teryitad genteswith the consecrated
members. To accompany the laity in their missgalso a task of the community of the
consecrated members. In a globalized world we toestilling to go where our charism
is necessary for the mission.

» To be with the most poor,and to do this through a consistent lifestyle amd a
evangelical radicalness.

* To create new areador the mission of the laity in the Church and Ire tworld. To
create, from the perspective of our charism, neeasso that the laity might share their
life, the charism and the apostolate.

Young people are called to undertake a special role in the commmssion. The New
Testament and some documents of the Church makebkp®ntion of young people. Timothy
and Titus, two great missionaries of the Primitoheurch, are young men. Saint Paul warns
Timothy: Let no one have contempt for your yo(itirimothy 4:12).

Today sixty-four percent of the world’s populatisnunder the age of twenty-five, a fact that
reveals the evangelizing potential that exists agngoung people. Thereforé&y share the
charims with young people and involve them in the mssion is a great urgency during our
era. Pope Benedict XVI in hiMessage for World Youth Day, Madrid 20Etognizes this fact:
Dear young people, the Church relies on you. Thaer€h needs your lively faith, your creative
charity and the dynamism of your hope. Your preseenews the Church, rejuvenates it and
gives it a new impulse.



