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“My brothers and sisters, the saints make holiness real to us. 

They make it concrete. In them holiness comes alive. Their 

lives are not books of abstract theology, nor manuals of dry 

spirituality. They are the real thing. I encourage you today to 

rejoice in, and of course learn from, this wonderful man. He 

was a whole person, filled with tenderness and compassion. 

He trusted deeply in God’s providence in his life and, with 

God leading the way, he walked peacefully to his death. Is 

there much more that we need to learn about living than 

that? If Francis Regis Clet can teach us these lessons, then 

his martyrdom was surely not in vain.”

Fr. Robert Maloney, C.M., at 

Prayer Vigil in preparation for the 
canonization of Francis Regis Clet



Francis Regis Clet was born 

19 August 1748 in 

Grenoble.  

After his secondary 

education, he entered the 

Congregation of the Mission 

in Lyons, 1769. 

GRENOBLE, CLAY HOME



FIFTEEN YEARS
TEACHING

After his ordination, he 

spent fifteen years teaching 

moral theology in the 

seminary at Annecy. 
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View of rooftops of Annecy, France, 

toward the lake from the Chateau

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annecy
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=872789


He moved to Paris to 

become the director of the 

novitiate in 1788, but 

shortly after, the Revolution 

broke out.

FRENCH REVOLUTION



Propaganda Fide (part of the 

Roman Curia responsible for 

missionary work and related 

activities) had sought priests for 

China and some were sent. Clet 

had volunteered but had been 

turned down. But in 1791, as 

things were going very badly in 

France, Clet was chosen to go 

with two students to China. 



“I could, of course, be making a mistake, but at 
least I'm in good faith. If God doesn't bless my 
attempt, I'll cut my losses, admit I was wrong, 
and in future be more on my guard against the 
illusions of my imagination or vanity; the 
experience will teach me a bit of sense.” 

in a letter to his sister



As others had before him, he landed in 

Macao, a man aged 44. He set himself 

to learning Chinese, but was never 

very successful at it.



In his period, priests were not 

permitted to preach publicly, 

although they could be present 

in the country. He, however, 

broke the law by officiating at 

funerals, and his neighbors, 

Christian and pagan, knew him 

as a priest. 



“For eight years now I've wanted to be relieved of 
the pastoral burden and get into student formation; 
I've always found the ministry of the confessional a 
crushing load. I've written to Fathers Raux and 
Ghislain about this and they promised to appoint 
me to a house some distance from Peking where I'd 
be given charge of the young students, but I've 
almost given up hope of this; blessed be God! 
Obedience is better than any sacrifice. Hearing 
confessions is my cross; perhaps God wants me to 
carry it till death; may His Will be done.”



Clet became superior of an 

international group of 

Vincentian missioners scattered 

over a very large territory, and 

he himself pastored an area of 

270 thousand square miles.



“I've a great dislike of being 
Superior, but they forced me to 
accept, in spite of my obvious 
unsuitability.” 

In spite of these, and many similar 
statements, he seems to have been 
well capable of carrying out his 
duties.



For 26 years, Clet continued this 

precarious work over a vast 

area, traveling usually by boat or 

on foot.



At age 70 he was hunted down on a 

specious charge. A pagan had set fire 

to his own house, but said that Francis 

Clet had put others up to it. He had to 

flee, but was betrayed by a Christian 

whom he had rebuked for his 

scandalous life. 



Francis Clet, the former 

seminary professor, was 

arrested 6 June 1819 together 

with Francis Chen (1780–1825), 

a Chinese confrere. 



He was interrogated, and he believed 

that his responses were the cause for the 

arrest of another confrere, Louis Marie 

Lamiot, in Beijing. In fact this was not the 

case, but it troubled him. 



Clet was transferred to Wuchangfu 

[Wuhan], a regional center 20 days 

away. He suffered greatly on this 

journey, during which he passed 

through 27 prisons. 

Lamiot, who had not seen his former 

superior for 25 years, was brought 

there as well, and the three confreres 

were tried together. 



Lamiot was excused, but sent to 

Macao. Chen was sentenced to exile 

in Turkestan, where he was 

slaughtered by rioting Moslems. Clet, 

for having lived and preached illegally 

in China, was condemned to death.  

On 18 February 1820, he was 

strangled, while attached to a post in 

the shape of a cross. 



Site of execution of Clet and Perboyre; now demolished



Pope Leo XIII beatified him 

27 May 1900, together with 

another martyred China 

missionary, not a Vincentian, 

Bishop Gabriel Taurin Dufresse. 

Clet was canonized 

1 October 2000 by Pope John 

Paul II.



St. Francis Regis Clet, pray for us!
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