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Program Highlights  
Ladies of Charity: Women of Mercy 

As Vincentian women we will explore in this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
the gift of God’s mercy and our mission of mercy. To love is to show mercy and it is 
the primary experience we have of God. The corporal and spiritual works of mercy 
highlight actions that bring God’s reign to the world.  

Keynote Speakers 
First the Heart: Praying with the Spiritual Works of Mercy 
(Friday, September 30 morning)  
A Vincentian heart honors the vulnerable places of life, 
our own and others, where we are sure to meet the God 
of infinite mercy. A Vincentian heart knows that prayer 
and service become one movement when our eyes are 
fixed on Jesus Christ. Through image and word, quiet 
and sharing, with Saints Elizabeth Ann Seton and Louise 
de Marillac as our mentors, this presentation invites us 
to tenderize our hearts and grow in giving and receiving 
mercy.   

Sr. Regina Bechtle, SC is a theologian, spiritual and 
retreat director, educator and poet. A Sister of Charity of New
develops resources to foster awareness of the Vincentian spir t oft oft of
Sister Judith Metz, Sister Regina co-edited a 4-volume collection of St. 
Seton's writings. She holds a Ph.D. in theology from Fordham and a
the Vincentian Formation Program for Spiritual Directors. 

Solidarity Embraces Justice and Mercy  
(Saturday, October 1, afternoon)  
A true community of solidarity is one which embraces 
mercy and justice. As Pope Francis urges “True mercy, 
the mercy that God gives us and teaches us, demands 
justice. It demands that the poor find the way to be poor 
no longer.”  

Meghan Clark, Ph.D. is an assistant professor of moral 
theology at St. John’s University. She also serves as a 
faculty expert for the Holy See’s Mission to the United 
Nations. In addition, she is a frequent contributor to 
America Magazine and on the Board of Directors of 
America Press, Inc. Dr. Clark serves on the faculty advisory board for Catholic Relief 
Services “CRS University” Global Solidarity Network. She is author of The Vision of 
Catholic Social Thought: the Virtue of Solidarity and the Praxis of Human Rights 
(2014) that received first prize in CST from the Catholic Press Association in 2015. A 
Fulbright scholar, Dr. Clark recently returned from teaching in Kenya, Africa. 
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1) CARE FOR THE SICK: THE NEXUS OF JUST WAGES AND QUALITY CARE
Michael Elsas

2) BURY THE DEAD: UNDERSTANDING END OF LIFE CARE ISSUES AND THE ROLE OF HOSPICE
Kathy Lavigne, RN 

Pat Spreitzer

3) SHELTER THE HOMELESS: WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO END HOMELESSNESS?
Rosanne Haggerty,

Mercy Workshops  
Friday, September 30, 2016, afternoon. Each participant will attend two!

4) VISIT THE IMPRISONED: THE FACE OF GOD'S MERCY BEHIND BARS



May 2016  |    7 http://aic.ladiesofcharity.us

LADIES OF CHARITY USA, 2016 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, MARRIOTT COURTYARD, LAGUARDIA, QUEENS, NY - SEPTEMBER 29 TO OCTOBER 1, 2016

1) CARE FOR THE SICK: THE NEXUS OF JUST WAGES AND QUALITY CARE
Michael Elsas

2) BURY THE DEAD: UNDERSTANDING END OF LIFE CARE ISSUES AND THE ROLE OF HOSPICE
Kathy Lavigne, RN 

Pat Spreitzer

3) SHELTER THE HOMELESS: WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO END HOMELESSNESS?
Rosanne Haggerty,

Mercy Workshops  
Friday, September 30, 2016, afternoon. Each participant will attend two!

4) VISIT THE IMPRISONED: THE FACE OF GOD'S MERCY BEHIND BARS


