
Disappointing God
By S. Janet Gildea

F or many discerners the fear of 
making a “wrong decision” is 
intense. This fear often is rooted in 

the belief that God has a definite plan for 
my life and if I don’t figure it out then I 
will disappoint God. Sometimes there is 
a corresponding belief that whatever plan 
God has for me is necessarily at odds with 
what I want. Choosing the less appealing 
choice, the more difficult path, is surely 
the sacrifice God asks of me.

 Is this really how God works in our 
lives? Is this how a loving God relates 
to those who seek to know and choose 
God’s will? Is there just one path for my 
life and am I always at risk of making 
a wrong turn? The anguish caused by 
these questions can cause a paralysis of 
the discernment process. Back and forth, back and forth between the two good 
choices that are present in a genuine discernment, we can become exhausted and 
want to chuck the whole mess! Staying in the tension is not easy and sometimes 
deadlines for decisions compel us to move one way or the other. 

 In these moments it is helpful to remember who God is for you and who 
God is not. God is a lover who waits patiently and plants seeds of desire in your 
heart so that you can recognize and respond. God is not a trickster who is trying 
to test you and defeat you. There is no “wrong choice” that will disappoint God. 
The prophet Isaiah offers these consoling words: Truly, the LORD is waiting to 
be gracious to you. Truly, God shall rise to show you mercy. God will be most 
gracious to you when you cry out; as soon as God hears God will answer you. No 
longer will your Teacher hide, but with your own eyes you shall see your Teacher 
and your ears shall hear a word behind you: “This is the way; walk in it,” when 
you would turn to the right or the left (Isaiah 30:18-20). God will be with you if 
you walk to the right or to the left! A willing heart is all that is needed. Trust that 
God is guiding your choice with love and make your decision with confidence. 

 As St. Elizabeth Seton said, “There can be no disappointment where the soul’s 
only desire and expectation is to meet God’s adored will and fulfill it.”
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Calendar
June 4, 2016 
The Immaculate Heart of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

June 5, 2016 
Associate Commitment Ceremony,  
3 p.m., Motherhouse chapel

July 22, 2016 
St. Mary Magdalene Feast Day

Aug. 3-6, 2016 
Catholics on Call Young Adult 
Conference
For more information about the above 
events, contact S. Monica Gundler at 
monica.gundler@srcharitycinti.org.

(From left) Sisters Annie Klapheke, 
Louise Lears, Tracy Kemme and 
Andrea Koverman were four of the 
six SCs participating in the weekend 
events of the 18th annual Cincinnati 
Flying Pig Marathon. While doing so 
the women raised money for the 
Intercommunity Justice and Peace 
Center (IJPC) in Cincinnati. 
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W hen I was a grade 
schooler at  
St. Luke 

School in Detroit, 
Michigan, several of 
us would watch as the 
Sisters came back over the 
summer, and then we 
would offer to help in 
their classrooms. We 
mostly did bulletin 
boards, cutting out letters and hanging them 
up on the boards. We were just always glad 
to be able to help them because they seemed 
to really want our help. I remember helping 
Sisters Helen Joseph Kirchner, Edward 
Rielage, Sue Verbiscus, and Barbara Muth. 
I remember S. Helen Joseph particularly, 
who taught me in the third grade. 

 I was impressed with their friendliness 
and their eagerness to teach us. They always 
seemed to like each other. They were happy, 
good, excellent teachers and friends; good 
role models. It was always exciting if they 
walked through the neighborhood; we would 
see everybody run to say hello. I think their 
overall enjoyment of each other struck me, 
and if you knew any of them, they liked to 
tease each other, too. They teased us, laughed 
with us, were concerned about us. We got to 
know them pretty well. 

 They were inspiring just because of how 
they lived. They didn’t put on any airs for us 
or anything. We were just kids, but it was 
just that honest “this is what they are, this is 
who they are,” that struck me, and as a result, 
then, it did not surprise me that when I was 
in high school I thought that I would like to 
be like them. 
Interviewed by Carolyn Kesterman, 
Communications student internThis small book is one to which many 

discerners return again and again for 
reminders of how to listen to your inner 

teacher. Parker Palmer is a writer and educator 
from the Quaker tradition. He writes from his 
personal experience of learning to listen to his 
life. “Vocation does not come from willfulness. 
It comes from listening. I must listen to my life 
and try to understand what it is truly about–
quite apart from what I would like it to be 
about–or my life will never represent anything 
real in the world, no matter how earnest my 
intentions.”

Global Sisters Report
“Pentecost Pestering:  Will We  
let It Move Us to Mission?”

E-Voc is the electronic newsletter from the 
Vocations Team of the Sisters of Charity of 
Cincinnati for single women wondering what 
new thing God is calling forth in their lives.   
To unsubscribe, click here.

    If you are interested in learning more about 
life as a Sister of Charity, visit our website at 
www.srcharitycinti.org or contact S. Monica 
Gundler at 513-504-5592. 

Visit us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/sistersofcharityofcincinnati

My Mentors
By S. Mary dolores Schneider

A Good Read:
Let Your Life Speak: Listening for  
the Voice of Vocation 

Global Sisters Report is an independent, nonprofit source 
of news and information about Catholic Sisters and 
the critical issues facing the people they serve. S. Tracy 
Kemme is a contributing writer to the publication, 
reflecting on all topics – including religious life, ministry, 
and spirituality. To read Tracy’s most recent article, 
“Pentecost Pestering,” visit http://globalsistersreport.org/
column/horizons/pentecost-pestering-will-we-let-it-move-us-
mission-39926.

S. Helen Joseph Kirchner
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