
 

evoke: 1. to call forth  2. to re-create imaginatively
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CALENDAR

June 4-8, 2014 
SC Federation annual meeting 

Mount St. Joseph, Ohio

June 8, 2014 
Pentecost Sunday

June 21, 2014 
Mission Walk,  

Winton Woods, 9 a.m.

July 22, 2014 
Mary of Magdala Prayer Service 

Motherhouse, 7 p.m.

Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 2014 
Come and Serve 

House of Charity, New Orleans, La.

Congratulations to (from left)  
S. Tracy Kemme, Affiliate Annie 
Klapheke, S. Leslie Keener, CDP, and 
S. Andrea Koverman who were part 
of the Intercommunity Justice and 
Peace Center’s marathon relay team 
during the May 4 Flying Pig Marathon 
in Cincinnati. Women and men 
participating on Team IJPC created  
a visible witness to the vibrancy  
of religious life in the Archdiocese  
of Cincinnati.

Dying and Rising:
Discernment and the Pascal Mystery
By S. Janet Gildea

Listening to Annie and Casey as they prepared talks for 
a young adult retreat, we all agreed that the process of 
discovering that elusive thing we refer to as “God’s will 

for my life” can bring opportunities to live the mystery of death and resurrection. As they reflected 
upon their deepening relationship with Jesus, both young women included their experiences of 
discernment.  In each case, the journey included hills and valleys, dyings and risings.

 Casey had gone off to college with a sense that “maybe God is calling me to be a nun.” While not 
exactly excited about that prospect, she kept an open heart and tried her best to live her Catholic faith 
in an atmosphere that was not exactly supportive. She dated and had the normal college life, finding 
it sometimes a challenge to defend her values and choices. In prayer on more than one occasion she 
felt clearly that religious life was in her future, but always with an overtone of resignation. It seemed 
the most difficult choice for her, but in her heart Casey was willing to proceed, even though it felt like 
dying to something essential. She chose a year of volunteer service after college, sure that somehow God 
would direct her to the right religious congregation during that time.  

 Annie also did a year of volunteer service after graduating from college. Returning from that 
experience she started graduate school and for two years immersed herself in preparation for 
a career in nutrition and dietetics. She had always assumed that after college she would find a 
partner, marry and start a family. But somehow that dream didn’t fit anymore. She missed the 
community life, shared commitment to service and the spiritual foundation of the volunteer 
program. She went along, developing her own career plans, but feeling uncomfortable with the 
trajectory of her life. 

 Fast forward two years. Casey and Nathan were married last April. They met early in her year 
of volunteer service and began a serious relationship that neither had anticipated. “Why did God 
let me think I was called to be a nun if my true vocation was to the married life?” Casey wondered 
in her retreat talk. She answered her question this way: Just the fact that I was open to religious 
life allowed me to witness to my faith with my friends in college. It also brought me to volunteer 
service which is where I discovered my true calling. What felt like dying led to an experience of 
resurrection as she found the path of her heart’s desire.

 A college friend of Annie’s, with whom she shared the experience of a challenging transition 
to life after volunteer service, finally asked her directly, “Have you ever considered a vocation to 
religious life?” In Annie’s words, “It hit me like a ton of bricks.” Taking the possibility to prayer, the 
sense of loss and letting go of the post-volunteer experience yielded to feelings of renewed purpose 
and joyful hope. It was a definite “maybe” that spoke of resurrection. Now Annie is midway through 
her first step of initial formation as an Affiliate of the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati.

 In this month that marks the end of the Easter season and the beginning of Ordinary Time, 
watch for the signs of dying and rising to new life in your own discernment journey. God loves to 
surprise us by bringing order to chaos and sprouts of possibility from the compost heaps of our lives!  

http://www.srcharitycinti.org


This 46-minute program of National Public Radio affiliate station 
WBUR in Boston offers the stories of three young professional women 

who are in the process of entering religious congregations in the US. 
Interviewer John Donvan does an excellent job of teasing out the similarities 
and differences among them, presenting a realistic and hopeful view of 
contemporary religious life and the women who are called to embrace it. 
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2014/05/27/why-are-american-women-nuns 

Ministry in Motion

S. Sandy Howe (back, third from left) is the community service 
coordinator at Seton High School, an SC sponsored ministry in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. To learn more about S. Sandy and her ministry,  
click here. 

Worth Listening:
    American Women,  American Nuns

E-Voc is the electronic newsletter from the 
Vocations Team of the Sisters of Charity of 
Cincinnati for single women wondering what  
new thing God is calling forth in their lives.  
To unsubscribe, click here.

If you are interested in learning more about  
life as a Sister of Charity, visit our website at  
www.srcharitycinti.org or contact S. Monica 
Gundler at 513-504-5592. 

Visit us on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/sistersofcharityofcincinnati

I   was taught by the Sisters of 
Charity in grade school in my 

home parish, St. Helen in Saginaw, 
Mich., and it was S. Dolores 
Maureen McDonald  who “got  
me ready” for the Community.  
S. Dolores Maureen took an interest 
in me and would invite me to help 
in her classroom. In those days the 
Sisters usually didn’t drive so after I 
got my license I would drive them 
places and things like that. My 
mother used to tease me and say, 
“You enjoy helping the Sisters  
instead of scrubbing the kitchen  
floor at home.” 

 When I was a postulant,  
S. Dolores Maureen would write to 
me on a regular basis. The number 
of people we could write to was 
very limited at the time we were 
postulants and novices. I saw in 
the Sisters a real humanness; they 
were fun-loving and 
prayerful, and I 
admired very much 
what they did. It 
was S. Dolores 
Maureen who 
really fostered that 
in me during my 
high school years.

My Mentor  –
By S. Annette Paveglio

Check It Out!
Novice Tracy Kemme is a regular columnist 
for Global Sisters Report, a project of the 
National Catholic Reporter. She and other young 
Sisters have been asked to reflect on their lives, 
ministries, spirituality and world. View it by 
visiting http://globalsistersreport.org/trends/
community-pizza-3351.

http://vimeo.com/97257221
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2014/05/27/why-are-american-women-nuns
http://globalsistersreport.org/trends/community-pizza-3351
mailto:erin.reder@srcharitycinti.org
http://www.srcharitycinti.org
http://www.facebook.com/sistersofcharityofcincinnati

